
 Readings for 17  th  August 2025 
 (from New International Version bible) 

 A reading from Acts 2:29-39 
 Peter Addresses the Crowd 
 29  “Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently  that the patriarch David died and was 
 buried, and his tomb is here to this day.  30  But he  was a prophet and knew that God had 
 promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne.  31 

 Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not 
 abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his body see decay.  32  God has raised this 
 Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it.  33  Exalted to the right hand of God, he has 
 received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see 
 and hear.  34  For David did not ascend to heaven, and  yet he said, ”‘The Lord said to my 
 Lord: “Sit at my right hand  35  until I make your enemies  a footstool for your feet.”’  36 

 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you 
 crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”  37  When the people  heard this, they were cut to the 
 heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”  38  Peter 
 replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
 forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  39  The promise is 
 for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will 
 call.” 

 A reading from Romans 6:1-7 
 Dead to Sin, Alive in Christ 
 1  What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning  so that grace may increase?  2  By no 
 means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?  3  Or don’t 
 you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
 death?  4  We were therefore buried with him through  baptism into death in order that, 
 just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live 
 a new life.  5  For if we have been united with him  in a death like his, we will certainly also 
 be united with him in a resurrection like his.  6  For  we know that our old self was 
 crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we 
 should no longer be slaves to sin—  7  because anyone  who has died has been set free 
 from sin. 
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 A reading from the Gospel of John 3:5-17 
 Jesus Teaches Nicodemus 
 5  Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can  enter the kingdom of God unless 
 they are born of water and the Spirit.  6  Flesh gives  birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives 
 birth to spirit.  7  You should not be surprised at  my saying, ‘You must be born again.’  8 

 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it 
 comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”  9  “How can 
 this be?” Nicodemus asked.  10  “You are Israel’s teacher,”  said Jesus, “and do you not 
 understand these things?  11  Very truly I tell you,  we speak of what we know, and we 
 testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony.  12  I have 
 spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I 
 speak of heavenly things?  13  No one has ever gone  into heaven except the one who 
 came from heaven—the Son of Man.  14  Just as Moses  lifted up the snake in the 
 wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,  15  that everyone who believes may 
 have eternal life in him.”  16  For God so loved the  world that he gave his one and only 
 Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  17  For God did 
 not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through 
 him. 
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