
 Readings for 3  rd  August 2025 
 (from New International Version bible) 

 Psalm 107:1-9,43 
 1  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;his love  endures forever.  2  Let the redeemed of 
 the Lord tell their story—those he redeemed from the hand of the foe,  3  those he 
 gathered from the lands, from east and west, from north and south.  4  Some wandered 
 in desert wastelands, finding no way to a city where they could settle.  5  They were 
 hungry and thirsty, and their lives ebbed away.  6  Then they cried out to the Lord in their 
 trouble, and he delivered them from their distress.  7  He led them by a straight way to a 
 city where they could settle.  8  Let them give thanks  to the Lord for his unfailing love and 
 his wonderful deeds for mankind,  9  for he satisfies  the thirsty and fills the hungry with 
 good things. 

 43  Let the one who is wise heed these things and ponder  the loving deeds of the Lord. 

 A reading from Ecclesiastes 1:2,12-14; 2:18-23 
 Only in God does life have meaning 
 2  “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher. “Utterly  meaningless! Everything is 
 meaningless.” 

 12  I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem.  13  I applied my mind to study and to 
 explore by wisdom all that is done under the heavens. What a heavy burden God has 
 laid on mankind!  14  I have seen all the things that  are done under the sun; all of them 
 are meaningless, a chasing after the wind. 

 18  I hated all the things I had toiled for under the  sun, because I must leave them to the 
 one who comes after me.  19  And who knows whether that  person will be wise or foolish? 
 Yet they will have control over all the fruit of my toil into which I have poured my effort 
 and skill under the sun. This too is meaningless.  20  So my heart began to despair over all 
 my toilsome labor under the sun.  21  For a person may  labor with wisdom, knowledge and 
 skill, and then they must leave all they own to another who has not toiled for it. This too 
 is meaningless and a great misfortune.  22  What do  people get for all the toil and anxious 
 striving with which they labor under the sun?  23  All  their days their work is grief and 
 pain; even at night their minds do not rest. This too is meaningless. 
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 A reading from Colossians 3:1-11 
 The old life and the new 
 1  Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set  your hearts on things above, where 
 Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  2  Set  your minds on things above, not on 
 earthly things.  3  For you died, and your life is now  hidden with Christ in God.  4  When 
 Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  5  Put to 
 death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, 
 lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.  6  Because of these, the wrath of God is 
 coming.  7  You used to walk in these ways, in the life  you once lived.  8  But now you must 
 also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy 
 language from your lips.  9  Do not lie to each other,  since you have taken off your old self 
 with its practices  10  and have put on the new self,  which is being renewed in knowledge 
 in the image of its Creator.  11  Here there is no Gentile  or Jew, circumcised or 
 uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 

 A reading from the Gospel of John 2:1-11 
 Jesus Changes Water Into Wine 
 1  On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there,  2 

 and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.  3  When the wine was 
 gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”  4  “Woman, why do you 
 involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.”  5  His mother said to the 
 servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”  6  Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used 
 by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.  7  Jesus 
 said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.  8  Then he 
 told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.” They did so,  9 

 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did 
 not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water 
 knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside  10  and said, “Everyone brings out the choice 
 wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but 
 you have saved the best till now.”  11  What Jesus did  here in Cana of Galilee was the first 
 of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 
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