
‭Readings for 22‬‭nd‬ ‭September 2024‬
‭(from New International Version bible)‬

‭Psalm 42‬
‭1‬ ‭As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God.‬‭2‬ ‭My soul‬
‭thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God?‬‭3‬ ‭My tears have‬
‭been my food day and night, while people say to me all day long, “Where is your God?”‬
‭4‬ ‭These things I remember as I pour out my soul: how I used to go to the house of God‬
‭under the protection of the Mighty One with shouts of joy and praise among the festive‬
‭throng.‬‭5‬‭Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope‬
‭in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.‬‭6‬ ‭My soul is downcast within‬
‭me; therefore I will remember you from the land of the Jordan, the heights of‬
‭Hermon—from Mount Mizar.‬‭7‬ ‭Deep calls to deep in the roar of your waterfalls; all your‬
‭waves and breakers have swept over me.‬‭8‬ ‭By day the Lord directs his love, at night his‬
‭song is with me—a prayer to the God of my life.‬‭9‬ ‭I say to God my Rock, “Why have you‬
‭forgotten me? Why must I go about mourning, oppressed by the enemy?”‬‭10‬ ‭My bones‬
‭suffer mortal agony as my foes taunt me, saying to me all day long, “Where is your‬
‭God?”‬‭11‬ ‭Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope‬
‭in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.‬

‭A reading from Genesis 1:1-13‬
‭1‬ ‭In the beginning God created the heavens and the‬‭earth.‬‭2‬ ‭Now the earth was formless‬
‭and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was‬
‭hovering over the waters.‬‭3‬ ‭And God said, “Let there‬‭be light,” and there was light.‬‭4‬ ‭God‬
‭saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness.‬‭5‬ ‭God called‬
‭the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there‬
‭was morning—the first day.‬‭6‬ ‭And God said, “Let there‬‭be a vault between the waters to‬
‭separate water from water.”‬‭7‬ ‭So God made the vault‬‭and separated the water under the‬
‭vault from the water above it. And it was so.‬‭8‬ ‭God‬‭called the vault “sky.” And there was‬
‭evening, and there was morning—the second day.‬‭9‬ ‭And‬‭God said, “Let the water under‬
‭the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.” And it was so.‬‭10‬ ‭God‬
‭called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw‬
‭that it was good.‬‭11‬ ‭Then God said, “Let the land‬‭produce vegetation: seed-bearing‬
‭plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various‬
‭kinds.” And it was so.‬‭12‬ ‭The land produced vegetation:‬‭plants bearing seed according to‬
‭their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw‬
‭that it was good.‬‭13‬ ‭And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day.‬
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‭A reading from Revelation 22:1-5‬
‭1‬ ‭Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing‬
‭from the throne of God and of the Lamb‬‭2‬ ‭down the‬‭middle of the great street of the‬
‭city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit,‬
‭yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the‬
‭nations.‬‭3‬ ‭No longer will there be any curse. The‬‭throne of God and of the Lamb will be‬
‭in the city, and his servants will serve him.‬‭4‬ ‭They‬‭will see his face, and his name will be‬
‭on their foreheads.‬‭5‬ ‭There will be no more night.‬‭They will not need the light of a lamp‬
‭or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever‬
‭and ever.‬

‭A reading from the Gospel of John 4:4-15‬
‭4‬ ‭Now he had to go through Samaria.‬‭5‬ ‭So he came to‬‭a town in Samaria called Sychar,‬
‭near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph.‬‭6‬ ‭Jacob’s well was there, and‬
‭Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.‬‭7‬

‭When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a‬
‭drink?”‬‭8‬ ‭(His disciples had gone into the town to‬‭buy food.)‬‭9‬ ‭The Samaritan woman‬
‭said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a‬
‭drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)‬ ‭10‬ ‭Jesus answered her, “If you‬
‭knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him‬
‭and he would have given you living water.”‬‭11‬ ‭“Sir,”‬‭the woman said, “you have nothing‬
‭to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water?‬‭12‬ ‭Are you‬
‭greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did‬
‭also his sons and his livestock?”‬‭13‬ ‭Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will‬
‭be thirsty again,‬‭14‬ ‭but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed,‬
‭the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”‬‭15‬

‭The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to‬
‭keep coming here to draw water.”‬
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