Readings for 3" December 2023

(from New International Version bible)

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

! Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock. You who sit enthroned
between the cherubim, shine forth 2 before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh. Awaken
your might; come and save us. 3 Restore us, O God; make your face shine on us, that
we may be saved. * How long, Lord God Almighty, will your anger smolder against the
prayers of your people? ® You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have made
them drink tears by the bowlful. ® You have made us an object of derision to our
neighbors, and our enemies mock us. 7 Restore us, God Almighty; make your face shine
on us, that we may be saved.

17 Let your hand rest on the man at your right hand, the son of man you have raised up
for yourself. ® Then we will not turn away from you; revive us, and we will call on your
name. !° Restore us, Lord God Almighty; make your face shine on us, that we may be
saved.

A reading from 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. * I always
thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. ° For in him you
have been enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge— ©
God thus confirming our testimony about Christ among you. ” Therefore you do not lack
any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. ® He will
also keep you firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ. ° God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
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A reading from Jonah 1:1-6

! The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh
and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.” 3 But Jonah ran
away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a
ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to
flee from the Lord. * Then the Lord sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent
storm arose that the ship threatened to break up. ° All the sailors were afraid and each
cried out to his own god. And they threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship. But
Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep. ® The captain
went to him and said, "How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will
take notice of us so that we will not perish.”

A reading from the Gospel of Luke 1:26-38

26 1n the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a
town in Galilee, ?’ to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a
descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. ?® The angel went to her and said,
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” ** Mary was greatly
troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. *° But the angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 3! You will conceive
and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father
David, ** and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never
end.” 3* “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” * The angel
answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 3¢ Even
Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to
be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 3’ For no word from God will ever fail.” 38 “I
am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “"May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the
angel left her.
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