
 Readings for 12  th  November 2023 
 (from New International Version bible) 

 Psalm 133 
 1  How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!  2  It is like 
 precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaron’s 
 beard, down on the collar of his robe.  3  It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on 
 Mount Zion. For there the Lord bestows his blessing, even life forevermore. 

 A reading from Romans 12:9-13 
 9  Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to  what is good.  10  Be devoted to one 
 another in love. Honor one another above yourselves.  11  Never be lacking in zeal, but 
 keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.  12  Be  joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
 faithful in prayer.  13  Share with the Lord’s people  who are in need. Practice hospitality. 

 A reading from Ephesians 5:22-33 
 22  Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as  you do to the Lord.  23  For the 
 husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which 
 he is the Savior.  24  Now as the church submits to  Christ, so also wives should submit to 
 their husbands in everything.  25  Husbands, love your  wives, just as Christ loved the 
 church and gave himself up for her  26  to make her  holy, cleansing her by the washing 
 with water through the word,  27  and to present her  to himself as a radiant church, 
 without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.  28  In this same 
 way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves 
 himself.  29  After all, no one ever hated their own  body, but they feed and care for their 
 body, just as Christ does the church—  30  for we are  members of his body.  31  “For this 
 reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will 
 become one flesh.”  32  This is a profound mystery—but  I am talking about Christ and the 
 church.  33  However, each one of you also must love  his wife as he loves himself, and the 
 wife must respect her husband. 
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 A reading from the Gospel of Matthew 6:28-34 

 28  “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the  flowers of the field grow. They do 
 not labor or spin.  29  Yet I tell you that not even  Solomon in all his splendor was dressed 
 like one of these.  30  If that is how God clothes the  grass of the field, which is here today 
 and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little 
 faith?  31  So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we  eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What 
 shall we wear?’  32  For the pagans run after all these  things, and your heavenly Father 
 knows that you need them.  33  But seek first his kingdom  and his righteousness, and all 
 these things will be given to you as well.  34  Therefore  do not worry about tomorrow, for 
 tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 
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