
 Readings for 20  th  August 2023 
 (from New International Version bible) 

 Psalm 119:41-48 
 41  May your unfailing love come to me, Lord, your salvation, according to your promise; 
 42  then I can answer anyone who taunts me, for I trust in your word.  43  Never take your 
 word of truth from my mouth, for I have put my hope in your laws.  44  I will always obey 
 your law, for ever and ever.  45  I will walk about in freedom, for I have sought out your 
 precepts.  46  I will speak of your statutes before kings and will not be put to shame,  47  for 
 I delight in your commands because I love them.  48  I reach out for your commands, 
 which I love, that I may meditate on your decrees. 

 A reading from Galatians 5:13-26 
 13  You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be  free. But do not use your freedom to 
 indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love.  14  For the entire law is 
 fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  15  If you bite 
 and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.  16  So I say, 
 walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.  17  For the flesh 
 desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They 
 are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want.  18  But if you 
 are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.  19  The acts of the flesh are obvious: 
 sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery;  20  idolatry  and witchcraft; hatred, discord, 
 jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions  21  and envy; drunkenness, 
 orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not 
 inherit the kingdom of God.  22  But the fruit of the  Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
 kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23  gentleness and  self-control. Against such things 
 there is no law.  24  Those who belong to Christ Jesus  have crucified the flesh with its 
 passions and desires.  25  Since we live by the Spirit,  let us keep in step with the Spirit.  26 

 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 

 A reading from the Gospel of John 8:34-36 

 34  Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone  who sins is a slave to sin.  35  Now a slave 
 has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever.  36  So if the Son 
 sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
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