Readings for 13" August 2023

(from New International Version bible)

Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b

! Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; make known among the nations what he
has done. 2 Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts. 3 Glory in his
holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. ¢ Look to the Lord and his
strength; seek his face always. > Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, and
the judgments he pronounced, ® you his servants, the descendants of Abraham, his
chosen ones, the children of Jacob.

16 He called down famine on the land and destroyed all their supplies of food; '’ and he
sent a man before them— Joseph, sold as a slave. ® They bruised his feet with shackles,
his neck was put in irons, * till what he foretold came to pass, till the word of the Lord
proved him true. ?° The king sent and released him, the ruler of peoples set him free. 2!
He made him master of his household, ruler over all he possessed, 2 to instruct his
princes as he pleased and teach his elders wisdom.

450 prajse the Lord.

A reading from Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28

1 Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan. ? This is the
account of Jacob’s family line. Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the
flocks with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives,
and he brought their father a bad report about them. * Now Israel loved Joseph more
than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in his old age; and he
made an ornate robe for him. * When his brothers saw that their father loved him more
than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.

12 Now his brothers had gone to graze their father’s flocks near Shechem, '3 and Israel
said to Joseph, “As you know, your brothers are grazing the flocks near Shechem.
Come, I am going to send you to them.” “Very well,” he replied. !* So he said to him,
“Go and see if all is well with your brothers and with the flocks, and bring word back to
me.” Then he sent him off from the Valley of Hebron. When Joseph arrived at Shechem,
1>a man found him wandering around in the fields and asked him, “*What are you
looking for?” ¢ He replied, “I'm looking for my brothers. Can you tell me where they are
grazing their flocks?” 7 “They have moved on from here,” the man answered. “I heard
them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.”” So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near
Dothan. '8 But they saw him in the distance, and before he reached them, they plotted
to kill him. *® “Here comes that dreamer!” they said to each other.

1| Page



20 “*Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a
ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.” 2 When
Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands. “Let’s not take his life,” he
said. 2> “Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern here in the wilderness, but
don’t lay a hand on him.” Reuben said this to rescue him from them and take him back
to his father. 2 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the
ornate robe he was wearing— #* and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The
cistern was empty; there was no water in it. 2> As they sat down to eat their meal, they
looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Their camels were
loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and they were on their way to take them down to
Egypt. ?® Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover
up his blood? 2 Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him;
after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.” His brothers agreed. ® So when the
Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold
him for twenty shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt.

A reading from Romans 10:5-10

> Moses writes this about the righteousness that is by the law: “The person who does
these things will live by them.” ® But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say
in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who
will descend into the deep?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). ® But what does
it say? “"The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the
message concerning faith that we proclaim: ° If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is
Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. *°
For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that
you profess your faith and are saved.

A reading from the Gospel of Luke 4:14-21

14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread
through the whole countryside. * He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone
praised him. *®* He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the
Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, !’
and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place
where it is written: ® “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, '° to proclaim the year of
the Lord’s favor.” 2° Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat
down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 2! He began by
saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
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