Readings for 2" July 2023

(from New International Version bible)

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18

1 T will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; with my mouth I will make your faithfulness
known through all generations. 21 will declare that your love stands firm forever, that
you have established your faithfulness in heaven itself. 3 You said, “I have made a
covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my servant, * ‘I will establish your
line forever and make your throne firm through all generations.”

15 Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you, who walk in the light of your
presence, Lord. !® They rejoice in your name all day long; they celebrate your
righteousness. ' For you are their glory and strength, and by your favor you exalt our
horn. ¥ Indeed, our shield belongs to the Lord, our king to the Holy One of Israel.

A reading from Genesis 22:1-14

1 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he
replied. 2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go
to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show
you.” 3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him
two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt
offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. * On the third day Abraham
looked up and saw the place in the distance. ® He said to his servants, “Stay here with
the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come
back to you.” ® Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son
Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on
together, ” Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?” “Yes, my son?”
Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for
the burnt offering?” 8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the
burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together. ® When they reached the
place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on
it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. !° Then he
reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. ! But the angel of the Lord
called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. ** *“Do not
lay a hand on the boy,” he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear
God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” ** Abraham
looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and
took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. * So Abraham
called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “"On the mountain of
the Lord it will be provided.”
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A reading from Romans 6:12-23

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. '3
Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer every
part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. '* For sin shall no longer be
your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace. > What then? Shall
we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no means! '* Don’t you
know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of
the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience,
which leads to righteousness? '’ But thanks be to God that, though you used to be
slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has
now claimed your allegiance. '® You have been set free from sin and have become slaves
to righteousness. *° I am using an example from everyday life because of your human
limitations. Just as you used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to
ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading
to holiness. 2° When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of
righteousness. 2! What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now
ashamed of? Those things result in death! 2> But now that you have been set free from
sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the
result is eternal life. 2* For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

A reading from the Gospel of Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

16 “To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the
marketplaces and calling out to others: 7 “*"We played the pipe for you, and you did not
dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ '8 For John came neither eating nor
drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ ** The Son of Man came eating and drinking,
and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’
But wisdom is proved right by her deeds.”

25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you
have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little
children. ?° Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do. ?” “All things have been
committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one
knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 2° Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. 3° For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
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