
 Readings for 25  th  June 2023 
 (from New International Version bible) 

 Psalm 86:1-7 
 1  Hear me, Lord, and answer me, for I am poor and needy.  2  Guard my life, for I am 
 faithful to you; save your servant who trusts in you. You are my God;  3  have mercy on 
 me, Lord, for I call to you all day long.  4  Bring joy to your servant, Lord, for I put my 
 trust in you.  5  You, Lord, are forgiving and good, abounding in love to all who call to 
 you.  6  Hear my prayer, Lord; listen to my cry for mercy.  7  When I am in distress, I call to 
 you, because you answer me. 

 A reading from Romans 6:1b-11 
 1b  Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?  2  By no means! We are those who 
 have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?  3  Or don’t you know that all of us who 
 were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  4  We were therefore buried 
 with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
 dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  5  For if we have been 
 united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a 
 resurrection like his.  6  For we know that our old  self was crucified with him so that the 
 body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—  7 

 because anyone who has died has been set free from sin.  8  Now if we died with Christ, 
 we believe that we will also live with him.  9  For  we know that since Christ was raised 
 from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him.  10  The death 
 he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.  11  In the same 
 way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
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 A reading from the Gospel of Matthew 10:24-39 
 24  “The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant  above his master.  25  It is enough 
 for students to be like their teachers, and servants like their masters. If the head of the 
 house has been called Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household!  26  “So 
 do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or 
 hidden that will not be made known.  27  What I tell  you in the dark, speak in the 
 daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs.  28  Do not be afraid of 
 those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can 
 destroy both soul and body in hell.  29  Are not two  sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one 
 of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care.  30  And even the very hairs of 
 your head are all numbered.  31  So don’t be afraid;  you are worth more than many 
 sparrows.  32  “Whoever acknowledges me before others,  I will also acknowledge before 
 my Father in heaven.  33  But whoever disowns me before  others, I will disown before my 
 Father in heaven.  34  “Do not suppose that I have come  to bring peace to the earth. I did 
 not come to bring peace, but a sword.  35  For I have  come to turn “‘a man against his 
 father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—  36  a 
 man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’  37  “Anyone who loves their 
 father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves their son or 
 daughter more than me is not worthy of me.  38  Whoever  does not take up their cross 
 and follow me is not worthy of me.  39  Whoever finds  their life will lose it, and whoever 
 loses their life for my sake will find it. 
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