Readings for 1°* January 2023

(from New International Version bible)

Psalm 8

! Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory in
the heavens. 2 Through the praise of children and infants you have established a
stronghold against your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger. > When I consider
your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in
place, * what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for
them? ° You have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with glory
and honor. ® You made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything
under their feet: 7 all flocks and herds, and the animals of the wild, 8 the birds in the
sky, and the fish in the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas. ° Lord, our Lord, how
majestic is your name in all the earth!

A reading from Ecclesiastes 3:1-13

! There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens: 2

a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, 3 a time to kill
and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build, * a time to weep and a time
to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance, ° a time to scatter stones and a time to
gather them, a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, ¢ a time to search
and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, ’ a time to tear and a
time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, & a time to love and a time to
hate, a time for war and a time for peace. °® What do workers gain from their toil? *° I
have seen the burden God has laid on the human race. ' He has made everything
beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom
what God has done from beginning to end. *? I know that there is nothing better for
people than to be happy and to do good while they live. !* That each of them may eat
and drink, and find satisfaction in all their toil—this is the gift of God.
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A reading from Philippians 2:5-11

> In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: ® Who,
being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his
own advantage; ’ rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a
servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he
humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! ° Therefore
God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name,
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, ' and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.

A reading from the Gospel of Luke 2:15-21

1> When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord
has told us about.” '* So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who
was lying in the manger. 7 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning
what had been told them about this child, '® and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds said to them. !° But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered
them in her heart. 2° The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the
things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 2! On the eighth
day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was nhamed Jesus, the name the angel
had given him before he was conceived.

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord
Cong: Praise be to you O Christ
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