Readings for 11'" December 2022

(from New International Version bible)

Psalm 146:5-10

> Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their God.
® He is the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them—he remains
faithful forever.

’ He upholds the cause of the oppressedand gives food to the hungry. The Lord sets
prisoners free,

8 the Lord gives sight to the blind, the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down, the Lord
loves the righteous.

® The Lord watches over the foreigner and sustains the fatherless and the widow, but he
frustrates the ways of the wicked.

1 The Lord reigns forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations.

A reading from Isaiah 35:1-10

! The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.
Like the crocus, ? it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. The
glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the
glory of the Lord, the splendor of our God. 3 Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the
knees that give way; “ say to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; your
God will come, he will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save
you.” ®> Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. ©
Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush
forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 7 The burning sand will become a pool,
the thirsty ground bubbling springs. In the haunts where jackals once lay, grass and
reeds and papyrus will grow. 8 And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of
Holiness; it will be for those who walk on that Way. The unclean will not journey on it;
wicked fools will not go about on it. ° No lion will be there, nor any ravenous beast; they
will not be found there. But only the redeemed will walk there, !° and those the Lord has
rescued will return. They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their
heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away.
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A reading from Luke 1:26-38

%6 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a
town in Galilee, %’ to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a
descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. *® The angel went to her and said,
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 2 Mary was greatly
troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 3° But the angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 3! You will conceive
and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. ** He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father
David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never
end.” 3* “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 3> The angel
answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 3¢ Even
Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to
be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 3’ For no word from God will ever fail.” 3 “I
am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the
angel left her.
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