Readings for 215t August 2022

(from New International Version bible)

PLEASE NOTE: All readers are encouraged to read off right hand screen ie the
one in front of the Lectern.

A reading from Genesis 1:1-3, 26-31

! In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. * Now the earth was formless
and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was
hovering over the waters. * And God said, "Let there be light,” and there was light.

** Then God said, "Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may
rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild
animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” # So God created
mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he
created them. *® God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the
sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” #®* Then God said, "I give
you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has
fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. *° And to all the beasts of the earth and
all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything
that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so. ! God
saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was
morning—the sixth day.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord
Cong: Thanks be to God
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A reading from Ephesians 2:1-10

1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, ? in which you used to live
when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the
spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. * All of us also lived among them
at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts.
Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. * But because of his great love for
us, God, who is rich in mercy, * made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. ® And God raised us up with Christ
and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the
coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his
kindness to us in Christ Jesus. ® For it is by grace you have been saved, through
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— ® not by works, so that no
one can boast. * For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works,
which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord
Cong: Thanks be to God

A reading from the Gospel of John 10:7-18

(Please invite the congregation to stand to hear the Gospel reading)

? Therefore Jesus said again, "Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. ® All who
have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them.
* 1 am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out,
and find pasture. ** The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that
they may have life, and have it to the full. ** I am the good shepherd. The good
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. * The hired hand is not the shepherd and
does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and
runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. ** The man runs away
because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. * "I am the good shepherd;
I know my sheep and my sheep know me— *° just as the Father knows me and I know
the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. ** I have other sheep that are not of
this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall
be one flock and one shepherd. *¥ The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my
life—only to take it up again. *® No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own
accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I
received from my Father.”

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord
Cong: Praise be to you O Christ
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