
Readings   for   25 th    July   2021     
(from   New   International   Version   bible)   

PLEASE   NOTE :   All   readers   are   encouraged   to   read   off   right   hand   screen   ie   the   
one   in   front   of   the   Lectern.   
  

A   reading   from   2   Samuel   11:1-15   
1    In   the   spring,   at   the   time   when   kings   go   off   to   war,   David   sent   Joab   out   with   the   king’s   
men   and   the   whole   Israelite   army.   They   destroyed   the   Ammonites   and   besieged   Rabbah.   
But   David   remained   in   Jerusalem.    2    One   evening   David   got   up   from   his   bed   and   walked   
around   on   the   roof   of   the   palace.   From   the   roof   he   saw   a   woman   bathing.   The   woman   
was   very   beautiful,    3    and   David   sent   someone   to   find   out   about   her.   The   man   said,   “She   
is   Bathsheba,   the   daughter   of   Eliam   and   the   wife   of   Uriah   the   Hittite.”    4    Then   David   sent   
messengers   to   get   her.   She   came   to   him,   and   he   slept   with   her.   (Now   she   was   purifying   
herself   from   her   monthly   uncleanness.)   Then   she   went   back   home.    5    The   woman   
conceived   and   sent   word   to   David,   saying,   “I   am   pregnant.”    6    So   David   sent   this   word   to   
Joab:   “Send   me   Uriah   the   Hittite.”   And   Joab   sent   him   to   David.    7    When   Uriah   came   to   
him,   David   asked   him   how   Joab   was,   how   the   soldiers   were   and   how   the   war   was   going.   
8    Then   David   said   to   Uriah,   “Go   down   to   your   house   and   wash   your   feet.”   So   Uriah   left   
the   palace,   and   a   gift   from   the   king   was   sent   after   him.    9    But   Uriah   slept   at   the   entrance   
to   the   palace   with   all   his   master’s   servants   and   did   not   go   down   to   his   house.    10    David   
was   told,   “Uriah   did   not   go   home.”   So   he   asked   Uriah,   “Haven’t   you   just   come   from   a   
military   campaign?   Why   didn’t   you   go   home?”    11    Uriah   said   to   David,   “The   ark   and   Israel   
and   Judah   are   staying   in   tents,   and   my   commander   Joab   and   my   lord’s   men   are   camped   
in   the   open   country.   How   could   I   go   to   my   house   to   eat   and   drink   and   make   love   to   my   
wife?   As   surely   as   you   live,   I   will   not   do   such   a   thing!”    12    Then   David   said   to   him,   “Stay   
here   one   more   day,   and   tomorrow   I   will   send   you   back.”   So   Uriah   remained   in   Jerusalem   
that   day   and   the   next.    13    At   David’s   invitation,   he   ate   and   drank   with   him,   and   David   
made   him   drunk.   But   in   the   evening   Uriah   went   out   to   sleep   on   his   mat   among   his  
master’s   servants;   he   did   not   go   home.    14    In   the   morning   David   wrote   a   letter   to   Joab   
and   sent   it   with   Uriah.    15    In   it   he   wrote,   “Put   Uriah   out   in   front   where   the   fighting   is   
fiercest.   Then   withdraw   from   him   so   he   will   be   struck   down   and   die.”   

Reader: This   is   the   Word   of   the   Lord   
Cong: Thanks   be   to   God   
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A   reading   from   Ephesians   3:14-21   
14    For   this   reason   I   kneel   before   the   Father,    15    from   whom   every   family   in   heaven   and   on   
earth   derives   its   name.    16    I   pray   that   out   of   his   glorious   riches   he   may   strengthen   you  
with   power   through   his   Spirit   in   your   inner   being,    17    so   that   Christ   may   dwell   in   your   
hearts   through   faith.   And   I   pray   that   you,   being   rooted   and   established   in   love,    18    may   
have   power,   together   with   all   the   Lord’s   holy   people,   to   grasp   how   wide   and   long   and   
high   and   deep   is   the   love   of   Christ,    19    and   to   know   this   love   that   surpasses   knowledge—   
that   you   may   be   filled   to   the   measure   of   all   the   fullness   of   God.    20    Now   to   him   who   is   
able   to   do   immeasurably   more   than   all   we   ask   or   imagine,   according   to   his   power   that   is   
at   work   within   us,    21    to   him   be   glory   in   the   church   and   in   Christ   Jesus   throughout   all   
generations,   for   ever   and   ever!   Amen.   

Reader: This   is   the   Word   of   the   Lord   
Cong: Thanks   be   to   God   

  

  

A   reading   from   the   Gospel   of   John   6:14-21   
(Please   invite   the   congregation   to   stand   to   hear   the   Gospel   reading)   

14    After   the   people   saw   the   sign   Jesus   performed,   they   began   to   say,   “Surely   this   is   the   
Prophet   who   is   to   come   into   the   world.”    15    Jesus,   knowing   that   they   intended   to   come   
and   make   him   king   by   force,   withdrew   again   to   a   mountain   by   himself.    16    When   evening   
came,   his   disciples   went   down   to   the   lake,    17    where   they   got   into   a   boat   and   set   off   
across   the   lake   for   Capernaum.   By   now   it   was   dark,   and   Jesus   had   not   yet   joined   them.   
18    A   strong   wind   was   blowing   and   the   waters   grew   rough.    19    When   they   had   rowed   about   
three   or   four   miles,   they   saw   Jesus   approaching   the   boat,   walking   on   the   water;   and   
they   were   frightened.    20    But   he   said   to   them,   “It   is   I;   don’t   be   afraid.”    21    Then   they   were   
willing   to   take   him   into   the   boat,   and   immediately   the   boat   reached   the   shore   where   
they   were   heading.   

Reader: This   is   the   Gospel   of   the   Lord   
Cong: Praise   be   to   you   O   Christ   
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