Readings for 20t June 2021

(from New International Version bible)
PLEASE NOTE: All readers are encouraged to read off right hand screen ie the
one in front of the Lectern.

A reading from 1 Samuel 17:32-50

32 David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant
will go and fight him.” 33 Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine
and fight him; you are only a young man, and he has been a warrior from his youth.” 3¢
But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion
or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 3° I went after it, struck it and
rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it
and killed it. 3® Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised
Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 3’
The Lord who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue
me from the hand of this Philistine.” Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you.”
38 Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him and a bronze
helmet on his head. 3° David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking
around, because he was not used to them. “I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul,
“because I am not used to them.” So he took them off. *° Then he took his staff in his
hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his
shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. ' Meanwhile,
the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David. *> He
looked David over and saw that he was little more than a boy, glowing with health and
handsome, and he despised him. ** He said to David, "Am I a dog, that you come at me
with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. ** "Come here,” he said, “and
I'll give your flesh to the birds and the wild animals!” > David said to the Philistine, “You
come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name
of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. *¢ This day
the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I'll strike you down and cut off your head.
This very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild
animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 4’ All those
gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the
battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.” * As the Philistine moved
closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him. #° Reaching
into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead.
The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground. *° So David
triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand he
struck down the Philistine and killed him.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord
Cong: Thanks be to God
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A reading from 2 Corinthians 6:1-13

1 As God'’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2 For he says, “In
the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you.” I tell you,
now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. 3 We put no stumbling block
in anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not be discredited. * Rather, as servants of
God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships
and distresses; ° in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights
and hunger; ¢ in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in
sincere love; 7 in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of
righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 8 through glory and dishonor, bad report
and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; ° known, yet regarded as
unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; !° sorrowful, yet always
rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything. !
We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts to you. > We
are not withholding our affection from you, but you are withholding yours from us. 3 As
a fair exchange—I speak as to my children—open wide your hearts also.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord
Cong: Thanks be to God

A reading from the Gospel of Mark 4:35-41

(Please invite the congregation to stand to hear the Gospel reading)

3> That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other
side.” 3¢ Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat.
There were also other boats with him. 37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke
over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a
cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”
39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind
died down and it was completely calm. %° He said to his disciples, "Why are you so
afraid? Do you still have no faith?” 4 They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is
this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!”

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord
Cong: Praise be to you O Christ
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