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Readings for 3rd January 2021 
(from New International Version bible) 

PLEASE NOTE: All readers are encouraged to read off right 

hand screen ie the one in front of the Lectern. 

 

A reading from Ephesians 1:3-14 
 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 

heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before 

the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined 

us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and 

will— 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he 

loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in 

accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and 

understanding, 9 he[c] made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good 

pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times reach their 

fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 11 In him we 

were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out 

everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the 

first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13 And you also were 

included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 

When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy 

Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those 

who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord 

 Thanks be to God 

 

 
A reading from 1 Corinthians 10:14-16 
 

14 Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry. 15 I speak to sensible people; judge for 

yourselves what I say. 16 Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a 

participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in 

the body of Christ? 

 

This is the Word of the Lord 

 Thanks be to God 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201%3A3-14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29216c
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A reading from the Gospel of John 1:1-19  
(Please invite the congregation to stand to hear the Gospel reading) 

 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him 

nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all 

mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 

testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not 

the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to 

everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was 

made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his 

own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not 

of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 14 The 

Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 

of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John 

testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I 

said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’”) 16 Out of 

his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. 17 For the law was 

given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever 

seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship 

with the Father, has made him known. 19 Now this was John’s testimony when the 

Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 

 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

 Praise be to you O Christ 


