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Readings for 13th September 2020 
(from New International Version bible) 

 

PLEASE NOTE: All readers are encouraged to read off right 

hand screen ie the one in front of the Lectern. 
 

A reading from Genesis 18:20-33 
 

20 Then the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin 

so grievous 21 that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry 

that has reached me. If not, I will know.” 22 The men turned away and went toward 

Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the LORD. 23 Then Abraham approached 

him and said: “Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 What if there are 

fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not spare the place 

for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a thing—

to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be 

it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 26 The LORD said, “If I find fifty 

righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake.” 
27 Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the 

Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes, 28 what if the number of the righteous is 

five less than fifty? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five people?” “If I find 

forty-five there,” he said, “I will not destroy it.” 29 Once again he spoke to him, “What if 

only forty are found there?” He said, “For the sake of forty, I will not do it.” 30 Then he 

said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty can be found 

there?” He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.” 31 Abraham said, “Now that I 

have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only twenty can be found there?” He 

said, “For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.” 32 Then he said, “May the Lord not be 

angry, but let me speak just once more. What if only ten can be found there?” He 

answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.” 33 When the LORD had finished 

speaking with Abraham, he left, and Abraham returned home. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord 

 Thanks be to God 
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A reading from the Gospel of John 17:6-19 
(Please invite the congregation to stand to hear the Gospel reading) 
 
6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; 

you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that 

everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave 

me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they 

believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for 

those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is 

mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the world no longer, 

but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the 

power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. 
12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave 

me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would 

be fulfilled. 13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the 

world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given 

them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more 

than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that 

you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of 

it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I 

have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly 

sanctified. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

 Praise be to you O Christ 


